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the worshippers fall to the ground in abject terror,
shutting their eyes and mouths lest they should
actually see the evil spirit and lest it should enter
their bodies.
The dancer then runs to the burial-ground, a
favourite haunt of demons in the East, followed
by two attendants. He throws balls of his stained
rice round him as he passes along the way, and
presently returns to the people; they rise and
receive some of the rice and also a handful of sacred
ashes with which they smear themselves. Then
follows a drinking orgy, with the drumming of
tomtoms and squealing of pipes and blowing of
horns. The dance which accompanies the music is
similar to that seen by the two boys hidden in the
old banyan tree.
On the following day another sacrifice of blood
is made, and the people disperse to their homes
with the comfortable assurance that they have
acquired sufficient merit by their religious exercises
to save them from the frown of the gods until the
next devil-dance is organised.
In Ceylon the professional devil-dancer ranges
up and down the island among the estate coolies,
preying upon them and demanding fees from every
family* There he adds a mask to his make-up, a